Sample Questions and Key Quotes: 

From the Introduction: 

“We’re members of the always-connected generation, weaned on warped speed, raised on instant: Instant formula. Disposable diapers. Satellite TV. GPS navigation. Online check-in.

In my three decades or so on this earth, life has moved from high-speed to warp speed. 

We email, IM, Facebook and Twitter. We text, YouTube, MMS, and Skype. Our ever-expanding, never-enough, always-on collection of devices explodes with data traveling at the speed of thought.

When we have a question, we send a digital message. When we want an answer, we demand a real-time reply.

In every area of life, from food to fashion to family life, we want bigger bandwidth, better pictures, faster delivery. We opt for the drive-through, express lane, and self-checkout.

If something is not immediately available at our fingertips, we don’t worry. Because in a month Google or Apple will have an app for it.”
“As a card-carrying member of the Instant Generation, I think we need to ask ourselves, What effect has our hustling and bustling, hurrying and worrying had on our communication with God?”

Key Questions: 
· You describe your generation (45 and under) as the “connected generation.” What do you mean? 

· How does this affect our faith in God? 

From Chapter One – A History of Waiting

Nearly 50 times the Scripture implores us to wait because waiting is the DNA of faith. The root Hebrew word might imply “waiting with eager expectation.”2 In other words, believing, against the odds, that God will be faithful to His promise. This is a waiting that includes more than merely sitting idly by. It means holding on to your integrity, your values, your faith in God, even as circumstances seem to prove God wrong. It’s an anticipation and longing that runs deep into the soul.

Our waiting years are God’s gym, where He builds in us a stronger heart muscle. This is growth that can’t be microwaved, truncated, or manufactured at warp speed. A durable faith is formed in the mundane disciplines of daily life, a straight line in the diligent pursuit of godliness (1 Timothy 4:8).

Key Questions:

You walk through the great men and women of the Bible. Its amazing how each one spent significant time in what you call “God’s Waiting Room.” Why was that so significant to their growth?  

You say that waiting is the DNA of faith. Can you explain that? 

Most people don’t make the connection between waiting and faith. Why is it so important to see these as two elements of the same thing? 

Why do you think that waiting is so tough for our generation? 

Chapter Two – 

Somewhere along the line, a famous preacher or best-selling author told us that if we “just trust in Jesus,” or if we “just give enough money,” or if we “just attend church faithfully,” or if we just “follow the rules,” then life will automatically get so much better. There are even whole books and sermons available that teach “the right kind of prayer” that triggers the blessings from heaven.

But what happens when you follow Christ in faith and life gets worse?

Naomi’s story, Ashli’s story—these narratives frighten my generation, because we’re conditioned for the good life. We’ve been fed a steady diet of positive empowerment. We’ve grown spiritually fat on the junk food of bad theology and political promises of prosperity.

There is nothing inherently wrong with prosperity or the good life. But is the American Dream the sum total of our spiritual aspirations? If so, we’ve missed something. What Christ offers is something radically different. Take up your cross, He says. Follow Me, He asks. Deny yourself, He commands.

Cross-bearing? Following? Denying? These words are insulting to a generation conditioned for unlimited success. Sure, we’ll follow Christ, but there better be a safety net. At least a 401(k) and health insurance.
We rarely consider that our trials, the unfair tragedies that roll across the threshold of good people, may be the very signposts that lead others to God.

Key Questions: 

You really dive into the story of Naomi. Most people see her as a somewhat bitter old lady angry at God. But you don’t see her that way, do you? 

What makes Naomi’s faith a model for this generation? 

You mention that this generation is “conditioned for the good life,” that our Christianity seems really about following Christ with a safety net.

You talk about your friend Ashli and her journey with her husband, Ben whose life was cut short by cancer. Explain how this moved you as you wrote this book. 

Chapter Three – Praying in All CAPS

I find it interesting when we open our Bibles to the very center, we don’t discover doctrine or narrative or history. Instead, we’re plunged deep into the heart of man’s relationship with God as revealed in the Psalms.

Of course, we know the divisions of Scripture are manmade, so it would be ridiculous to divine a life-changing principle from the placement of a particular book. Still, I don’t think it’s a coincidence that God allowed the Bible to be published in such a way that the Psalms were placed in the center. One thing we can be sure of is that the Holy Spirit, in His divine inspiration of the Scriptures, chose as part of the canon the tender words of broken men spoken to the Almighty.
I remember kneeling every night at the foot of my parents’ bed as the family gathered to pray. I remember refreshing Wednesday night prayer meetings, where we heard people ask prayer for everything from ailing oak trees to the conversion of distant cousins. And we always prayed before our meals as if to not pray was to invite the terror of God (or at the very least, the poisoning of the casserole.)

But somewhere along the way, I seemed to have developed a habit of lifeless, robotic, “safe” prayers, which are theologically beautiful, but coldly impersonal.

In fact, it was this very promise of God that was the problem for Asaph. It appeared that Yahweh was not holding up His end of the bargain.

Key Questions:
You say that ALL CAPS has become the official “venting button” of our generation. But you talk about wanting to have an “ALL CAPS” button when we pray to God. Explain

You bring out the fact that most if not all of the revered characters in Scripture were open and raw in their communication with God. We might think this is a bad thing. 
The Psalms are a rich source of man’s conversations with God. Many of them are very raw. Why do you think God included these in His written revelation? 

Most people think of the Psalms and they think of David, but you profile a more obscure man named Asaph. Why was his Psalm – Psalm 73 – so impactful for you? 

When we’re hurt, disappointed by God, our first tendency is to run. But you say that this is the time to really run to God, even with our anger and our hurt. Why? 

Chapter Four – Blue Screen Faith 

Life seemed way too big for my abilities. God had placed me in unique positions of influence, authority, and responsibility and so the inevitable doubts circulated in my head. I can’t do this. I’ll find a way to mess this up. I’m not like those other guys.

During this time God brought me a refreshing resource. A friend suggested Dr. Henry Blackaby’s remarkable classic, Experiencing God Day by Day. So I began the year journaling through this book as part of my daily time with God.

The May 4 entry was a wonderful balm for my rising unbelief. Dr. Blackaby writes, “God uses our activities and circumstances to bring us to Himself. When He gives us a God-sized assignment, its sheer impossibility brings us back to Him for His enabling.”

This was a lightbulb moment for me. It suddenly occurred to me that God purposely gave me assignments way bigger than my human capacity to perform them. Why? So I’d come to grips with my own frailty and lean in on the power of God.

God sends His called-out children on a collision course with the impossible.

In other words, the faith that pleases God is not necessarily a set of beliefs, though what you believe does matter. Nor is faith about what you do or how hard you do it.

The Bible simply says faith is believing in something or, rather, Someone you can’t see. It is entrusting the totality of your life to an unseen power. In this case, Jesus Christ.

God does His greatest work on the margins of comfort, when the impossibility of our calling collides with the reality of our human frailty.

We see through the lens of the daily microscope, all those panicky choices made in unbelief, the sin patterns, and the reactions made in the flesh.

But God looks beneath the layers of our humanity and looks for the mustard seed, the faith, and finds something He can grow to glorify Him.

Key Questions: 

In chapter four, you talk about “blue-screen faith.” What exactly is “blue-screen faith”?

You say that God sends all of his children on a “collision course with the impossible.” I’m not sure that’s something we really want to hear. Can you explain that? 

You say that faith is entrusting the totality of your life to something unseen. As Christians, we would all agree with that statement, yet we have trouble living it out in the every day, don’t we? 

I love this quote, “God does his greatest work on the margins of comfort.” Ouch, that makes is sound like God intentionally makes us uncomfortable. Is that true? 

You profile Abraham and you find a lot of hope for everyday Christians in his life? Why? 

Chapter Five – Reboot Your Life 
I’m finding that rebooting is essential for the long-term viability of the soul.

I believe God allowed Elijah to suffer this discouragement for a purpose, because He wanted to correct a fatal flaw in his theology.

Elijah bought into a common spiritual myth. It plagues believers today. I call it the superhero mentality. Others have labeled it the missionary mind-set or the martyr complex.

It’s the mistaken idea that activity for God is a worthy substitute for intimacy with God. We take responsibility for outcomes and results, and convince ourselves that normal, human weaknesses shouldn’t apply to Christians.

Key Questions: 

You say that “rebooting” is good for the soul. What do you mean by “rebooting of the soul.”?

You use Elijah as a good character study for today’s busy age. What is particular about Elijah that strikes you as a good object lesson for those of us who live in this “connected generation.”?

You discuss the “superhero mentality” that Elijah espoused. What is this mentality and why is it so prevalent among Christians.

This is not a message that you often hear in churches. Why? 

Chapter Six – The World’s First Prayer Meeting

What’s interesting is that our decline in piety is coming at a time when the opportunity to connect with God has never been easier. We have unlimited spiritual resources at our fingertips. You can’t walk into a department store without passing aisles of Christian books and Bibles. Even my local home improvement store has an inspirational section.

You can go online and read the Bible in any language or version. There is a seemingly unlimited supply of Bible study resources, devotionals, commentaries, language dictionaries—all free and all online. We have the Bible on our cell phones. We podcast sermons and download Christian music. Churches everywhere host conferences and Bible studies nearly every weekend of the year in almost every corner of our country. You can even pursue advanced theological education from your home online, 24 hours a day.

In spite of increased opportunity, anecdotally and statistically, God’s people seem less biblically literate, less prayerful, and less connected to the faith.

I wonder if our prosperous, technology-driven life is part of the problem. We live in the most progressive society in the history of civilization. Communication, travel, medicine, science, and technology have given us a false sense of control over our environment. Prosperity and choice and freedom have unburdened us from the daily struggles of people in Third-World countries. And so in this enlightened age, we have convinced ourselves that we’re really OK, we’re in control, and we really don’t need God anymore.

In spite of increased opportunity, anecdotally and statistically, God’s people seem less biblically literate, less prayerful, and less connected to the faith.

I wonder if our prosperous, technology-driven life is part of the problem. We live in the most progressive society in the history of civilization. Communication, travel, medicine, science, and technology have given us a false sense of control over our environment. Prosperity and choice and freedom have unburdened us from the daily struggles of people in Third-World countries. And so in this enlightened age, we have convinced ourselves that we’re really OK, we’re in control, and we really don’t need God anymore.

Key Questions:

There is a direct correlation between a society’s progression and its movement again from God, why is that? 

Yet, you say, that a society’s embrace of biblical values is the reason it progresses. So a Christian view of the world is not anti-progress, is it? 

You discuss compare the family of Cain and the family of Seth as given in Genesis. Why are these two families a metaphor for the age-old struggle between good and evil? 

What can we learn from Seth’s family in this technological age? 

Chapter Seven: When God is Offline – How to Pray When the Lights Go Out

Scripture assures us that God never sleeps, that He’s all-knowing, ever-present, all-powerful. We understand these truths academically and theologically, but what about those dark nights of the soul when God seems silent?

What are we to do when God is offline? Job’s response gives us some guidance. Misunderstood by his family and friends, forced to scrape his badly damaged skin with a potsherd, poverty-stricken, and homeless, he nevertheless found hope. He says: But he knows the way that I take; when he has tried me, I shall come out as gold. Job 23:10 (ESV)

I’ve seen this passage plastered on calendars and mugs, greeting cards, and bookmarks. But I’ve never connected it with the previous verse. Put them together and in essence Job says, “In every single situation, God seems to be absent. I cannot see His face. But, I take comfort in knowing that God sees me.” Job couldn’t see God, but God could see Job. That’s all he needed to hang on to his faith (Job 23:11).

Job hung the insecurity of his present situation on the security of God’s absolute sovereignty. He traded in his feelings for the integrity of God’s character. This was the truth that set Job free.

I understand how tragedy can push someone away from God. Many today turn to atheism as a salve. How could a loving God allow such pain? But in that place without a God, is there any hope?

Maybe I’m a little biased, because I’ve always known God, from the time I could understand spiritual things. I grew up in a culture of faith. But even a lifelong believer encounters reality that rocks his world. And yet, in times of doubt, when the walls are closing in on me, the knowledge that Someone somewhere understands what’s going on gives me the strength to soldier on. I may not like what God is doing, but at least I know He’s there and He’s got a plan.

Key Questions: 

You talk about a time in Job’s life when “the lights went out.” Why was this so distressing for Job?

God often seems to hide Himself from His saints. Why is that? 

What comfort can a Christian find when he is in that dark place—what comfort did Job find? 

You say that you can understand why some choose atheism, but you wonder if that brings any relief. 

Why does God hide His face? 

Chapter Eight – You’re Divine Hotspot – Staying Connected in a Disconnected World

Enter Jesus. Of course He entered the world long before Facebook or 4G, but His words speak loudly to our generation.

Jesus called His followers to a special kind of connection. In a final discourse before going to the Cross, comparing their relationship to Him to a vine and its branches. Jesus often found natural, normal pieces of daily life to illustrate new spiritual truth. It’s possibly Jesus shared this talk as He and the disciples walked from the Upper Room to the Garden of Gethsemane. I’ve traveled that same pathway and noticed the vines that still blanket the trestles and ancient city walls. You can almost picture Him reaching over, plucking a branch, and turning toward them, “I am the vine, you are the branches” (John 15).
God was leaving, but God was returning. The Son would ascend so the Spirit could descend.

The presence of the Holy Spirit was something about which the patriarchs and prophets of the past could dream. In the Old Testament, the Holy Spirit would come upon, enable and be with God’s people, but Jesus prophesied of a new and different age, when the Holy Spirit would permanently indwell all who believed in Christ.

In the 2,000-plus years since those words left the lips of Jesus, His followers have wrestled with the full implications of God in us. Today, theologians wrestle, denominations fight, and the average believer barely understands what it means to fully experience the wonder and power of the Holy Spirit.

What we do know is that Jesus didn’t offer another religious system or another lifestyle. To a people weary of legalistic burdens, Jesus offered what the human soul most craves: intimacy with God. Jesus’ death, burial, and resurrection provided the conduit for the Creator to have fellowship once again with the crown of His creation.

Key Questions 

We live in a connected world, where we expect to be online all the time. In some ways, you say, this gives us a fresh perspective on Jesus’ desire for constant connection with us. Explain

It’s been 2,000 years since the Spirit descended at Pentecost, yet we still don’t really full understand what it means, “God in us.” Why is that? And what are we afraid of as Christians? 

You reference Jesus’ Spirit metaphors of a vine and a river. You then bring in your own example of an intermittent power source in your travels to India. Can you explain how this illustrated the Christian’s typical approach to the Spirit? 

Do you think most Christians believe that if they just “try harder” they will get more spiritual? Why does this approach often fail? 

Chapter 9 – Trojan Horse – The Virus that Disconnects 

The one thing that can ground our worship, our intimacy, our connection to God to a screeching halt: unconfessed sin.

Before salvation, we were enslaved by sin. After salvation, we wrestle with sin. Before salvation, we were condemned by sin. After salvation, we have access to the throne of God where we appropriate His grace for our sin.

Key Questions: 

Sin doesn’t seem like a big deal in our culture, but it’s a big deal to God, even for a forgiven believer. Why? 

Why is sin so detrimental to our relationship with God? 

If a Christian’s sin is forgiven, why then is it still there in the everyday practice of life? 

Is God waiting for a Christian to be perfect before there can be connection? 

Does the presence of sin mean a Christian can lose his salvation? 

In 1 John, the aging Apostle spoke with fire in his voice about sin? Why so strong? 

Chapter 10 – Friend Me – Face-to-Face Friendship in a Digital World 
Key Questions:

You consider yourself pretty connected when it comes to social networking, yet you warn of certain dangers. What are those? 

Do you think we can often try to substitute digital friendships for real, face-to-face relationships? 

IN what ways can our digital connections build bridges and enhance face-to-face time with real people? 

In what ways can they build walls and harm those relationships?  

